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The tenebrionid beetle Cnemaplatia sericea Horn is a common and widely 
distributed beetle of the lower elevations of California, Arizona, Nevada, 
Oregon, and Washington. It has been recorded as a nuisance pest in houses in 
California and Washington, but has not previously been shown to be a pest of 
agricultural crops. It was recently found infesting lettuce seed in large 
numbers near Five Points, Fresno Co., California. The beetle is normally quite 
common in sandy soil along river levees and irrigated fields and, in the late 
summer, it can be found in great numbers in light traps and at electric lights 
throughout the San Joaquin Valley. 

Typical damage to the seed can be seen in Fig. 1 & 2. The seed in Fig. 1 is 
partially consumed, and that in Fig. 2 is totally consumed. Feeding involves a 
striping away of the pericarp and consumption of the endocarp as shown in 
Fig. 3, where an adult beetle can be seen feeding on a partially consumed seed. 

The infestation was not noted until after seed had been transported to 
warehouses for processing. The harvest presently is composed of both seed and 
chaff, and, in the samples seen, beetles numbered in thousands per square foot. 
Lettuce seed at harvest is cut and spread on ground tarps adjacent to the 
fields, where it is left from 5 to 10 days for drying. It is then moved to the 
warehouse. It is likely that beetles entered the seed while they were on the 
tarps. 


